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A Latter-Day DaVinci & an
Equally Versatile Spouse

by Jo Harberson

ow many Eagle Ridgers, much less Americans or

world citizens, combine the talents of silicone

technology expert, musician, artist, ballroom

dancer and all-around nice guy? Not many, of
course. One such man of many talents is T.C. Wu, who
lives on Red Wing Court with his wife, Janet, also a person
of many talents.

The Wus had visited friends in Rossmoor and
learned about the Eagle Ridge development. He and Janet
were the very first residents, moving to Eagle Ridge in De-
cember, 1998.

Before retiring as a research chemist, T.C. worked
at Du Pont, General Electric and at Allied Corporation. His
expertise was in organosilicon chemistry, and his research
led to the development of improved silicone materials for
making rubber products such as those used in the boots
and other gear worn by Armstrong and Aldrin on their his-
toric moon walk. He holds many patents and is listed in
Who's Who in the World as well as Who's Who in America.
He has developed a special silicone “paint,” mixing pig-
ments and silicone products to create a medium which is
weather-resistant and never cracks. It feels like rubber.

Anyone need a one-man band?

His talents as a musician are amazing. He plays
the clarinet, saxophone, steel guitar and the electric organ.
He plays the organ for Fun Day on a regular basis, sharing
his love of music with those who attend. He never went to
music school. “If you can play one instrument, you can play
others,” he said. Well, he canl

Or some paintings?

As though that isnt enough, T.C. is an accom-
plished artist. When he and Janet were looking for art to
beautify the walls of their home, they found nothing they
could afford. T.C. signed up for an art class given by the
adult education department in Waterford, New York, where
they were then living. At the beginning of the first class, the
instructor set out some fruit and told the class to paint. So
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he did. He showed me that first attempt and what | saw
was talent! He has worked in all sorts of media: oil, water-
color, pastels, his special silicone paint and charcoal, but
his favorite is acrylic. The walls of their home are covered
with his paintings. | liked especially the ones of Janet.

T.C. and Janet have enjoyed ballroom dancing for
some 40 years. They belong to several Rossmoor clubs.
They don't dance as much as they used to because of their
other hobbies.

Who cares about calories?

Speaking of other hobbies, Janet is an expert at
cooking and baking, spending many hours each day in their
spacious kitchen creating scrumptious desserts. Two up-
right freezers and two large refrigerators are crammed full
of packaged goodies, waiting to be given away. Janet
thinks nothing of preparing desserts for 200 people as she
did recently. Decorating is another hobby and their home is
full of beautiful furniture imported from Italy and unique art
objects. On the shelves of the walk-in closet Janet has ar-
ranged many of her shoe boxes, each with a drawing (by
T.C.) of the particular pair inside. | was hoping we wore the
same size so | could borrow, but no such luck.

People like the Wus make Eagle Ridge a special
place to livel




2 - THE EAGLE RIDGE NEWS

LIKE TAXES,

ou may recall that | wrote an article in TERN's
September 2003 issue on rattlesnakes. I'm going
to repeat some of the information from the Sep-
tember article; it bears re-reading.

It's July, the weather is warming into a comfortable
Rossmoor summer, and the rattlesnakes are doing what
comes naturally—breeding heirs. As | write, the newcomers
are on stage and elevating their sweet little heads. And
they and their parents slip from under the rocks into the
cool of the night to scare the daylights out of us while seek-
ing their food: rats, mice, lizards, squirrels, and small rab-
bits.

Rattleshake Sightings

Our Eagle Ridge yahoo group recently had an ex-
change on sightings of rattlesnakes in our beautiful area.
There has been one biting incident: Sassy, a good-natured
golden retriever owned by Helena and John La Porta (Grey
Eagle) was bitten as she exited the front door. The La Por-
tas took Sassy to their vet. Sassy apparently was a very
sick dog as a result of the bite, but within a short space of
time she recovered nicely. The La Portas also called Secu-
rity, and Security attempted to find the snake, but to no
avail. Incidentally, the treatment for Sassy cost the La Por-
tas about $2000. (For human victims, the expense seems
unbelievable: $12,000 to $15,000, according to a reliable
source at Kaiser. Be grateful for your insurance plans!)

Laundry Room Visitor

Shortly after this incident, a rattlesnake appeared in
Jerry and Ray Liguori's laundry room. The Liguoris live
directly across the street from the La Portas on Grey Eagle
Drive. The Liguoris returned home from a social event
around 9:30 p.m. Jerry Liguori turned on the light in the
laundry room and found the snake “across at the bottom of
the [closed] door.” She later discovered that there was a
“small opening in the weather-stripping” at the bottom of the
door. Incidentally, this is a second visit to the Liguoris. The
first summer they were in Eagle Ridge, they found a rattle-
snake in the garage.

A few days later, Marsha Dean (Quail Hill) found a
rattler in her entry: “He was three or four feet long and two
inches around.” Marsha called Public Safety (as did the La
Portas and the Liguoris) and they caught the snake and
killed it.

Policy on Rattleshakes

Although the whipsnake is a protected species, the
rattlesnake is not. Public Safety's head Luis Martinez says
that “Contra Costa County’'s Animal Control Policy is that
rattlesnake calls are priority items.” Martinez further notes

RATTLESNAKE UPDATE:

THEY’RE BA-A-A-ACK!
THEY ARE WITH US FOREVER

by Zida Levy

that “the animal control officer always destroys the snake.”
Although some residents have asked that the rattlers be
relocated rather than destroyed, Martinez says, “| have in-
structed staff to disregard the request and followed the es-
tablished policies and procedures.”

A rattlesnake bite is no fun. In California, there are
about 800 snake bites a year, and one or two deaths. The
symptoms following a hite are intense burning pain, swell-
ing, edema, discoloration of tissue, possible hemorrhage,
low blood pressure, nausea, and vomiting. Fortunately,
rattlesnakes are generally not aggressive; if you give them
room, they will retreat. They strike only if they are threat-
ened or deliberately provoked.

All About Rattleshakes

There are many venomous species of snakes in
the world, but only four of them reside in the United States.
Just one, the rattlesnake, is native to California. There are
sixteen varieties of rattlesnakes, but it's probably the Pacific
variety which rears its head and rattles its tail in Eagle
Ridge. The babies, born between August and October, are
about ten inches long at birth. They are immediately dan-
gerous because of their venom (which they unload entirely
in an attack) and short fangs. To make matters worse, they
lack the rattles which would warn their prey of imminent
danger. And they strike repeatedly when disturbed,
whereas adult rattlesnakes try to withdraw when someone
bothers them. (The babies grow quickly, and in no time
they'll be about five feet.)

Precautions: Now Hear This!

What precautions should you take? First, keep
your garage door closed when not in use. A Grey Eagle
resident inadvertently left his door open one night after tak-
ing out his trash containers for the Thursday pick-up.
When he brought in the empty containers to the garage, he
saw a coiled rattlesnake on the floor. Security captured the
snake after it left the garage and re-located on the front
lawn.

Second, take a flashlight with you when walking at
night and use it to check your surroundings.

Third, for the safety of your dog, always observe
Rossmoor’s leash regulation. For their own safety, no
pet may be taken from a manor unleashed. However, dogs
are permitted to run free at the Dog Park, adjacent to the
Del Valle parking lot. Even dogs that are very well trained
will instinctively attack a rattlesnake that may, in fact, be
looking to move elsewhere. In such case, chances that the
dog will be victorious in the attack are practically nil. You
can avoid serious problems by using common sense and
keeping a sharp eye on what's around you.






