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READY ... GET SET ... GO!

RIDGE FORUM ON EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS MARCH 29TH

by Tom Mader

o you know what to do in an emer-
gency situation here? Find out at
the Community Information
Committee’s (CIC) first Ridge b . 9
Forum on Monday, March 29" in
Peacock Hall from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
John Visher, CIC chair, encour-
ages residents to attend
(Peacock Hall has 150 seats) so
that they can learn what to do
and what NOT to do in a crisis
situation. Irv Fisch, Emergency
Preparedness Committee chair,
says “We have a process we
will follow in the event of a major
earthquake or fire; however, we
hope we will never need to em-
ploy it.”

Irv Fisch will explain the re-
sponsibilities and roles of each team
member and will also discuss responsi-
bilities residents have in a crisis situation.

It is probably ironic that no one questions the

important of emergency preparedness, yet few resi-
dents are sufficiently “prepared’ for these emergencies. Irv
hopes that residents will have a better appreciation of
what's required to survive a crisis situation as a result of
this March 29" forum. Following his presentation, there will
be a question-and-answer period.

Ready for the Fire Next Time?

On the whole, Rossmoor has experienced few ma-
jor calamities. In 1985 Rossmoor's worst fire destroyed a
12-manor building at 1201 Canyonwood Court; an 85-year-

old resident was killed in the fire. The most re-

cent catastrophe was a devastating fire at

1185 Singingwood Court which destroyed

an 8-manor building. Fortunately, no
one was Killed.

We know that earthquakes
are a possibility, although most
residents have experienced noth-
ing worse than tremors that
shake a few glasses and make
some people mumble that this
kind of thing never happened in
Wisconsin or New Jersey. We
have a good deal of rain in the
winter, but hurricanes and floods
do not seem to be a threat. This
certainly gives us a comfortable
feeling of safety and security, but it
may also make us too complacent.
It doesn't take too much effort to learn
how to prepare for a community crisis
which eliminates our complacency but si-
multaneously strengthens our safety and
security.

BE THERE!

Monday—March 29th
2pmto4 pm
Peacock Hall



2 - THE EAGLE RIDGE NEWS

> Correction: In the last issue, we
said that “there would be an increase
of ten dollars in the monthly coupon.”
We did not make clear that this ten-
dollar increase pertains only to thef
Mutual portion of the coupon. The
GRF portion is a separate compo-
nent.

P E-Mail Addresses: Jo Jones, our data base manager,
asks you to check the Resident Directory to see whether
your e-mail address is listed. If you wish to be listed,
please contact her at grammajones@gcomcast.net. |In addi-
tion, if your e-mail address or your phone number has
changed, please get in touch with Jo.

> Eagle Ridge Website: For newcomers--and residents
who may have forgotten--our website is eagleridge-
rossmoor.org. The website, of course, is available to any-
one with a computer and includes past and present issues
of TERN, photos taken at our various social events, and an
archives. Vickie Hipkiss is our webmaster. Check it out!

> Eagle Ridge Group: The website is open to anyone, but
we also have a restrictive e-mail site that you can join:
eagdleridgerossmoor@yahoogroups.com. Present member-
ship is about fifty. Check with Vickie Hipkiss if you'd like to
become a member (vhipkiss@comcast.net). There is no
charge and you'll have available to you very useful informa-
tion.

» Meetings: A reminder that Mutual 68's Quarterly Meet-
ing will be Tuesday, March 9, 3:00 p.m. in the Sierra Room
at Del Valle Clubhouse. The Annual Meeting will be Tues-
day, June 8 three p.m. in the Sierra Room. And see Jo
Harberson's article on the upcoming election for board di-
rectors. It describes the procedure for making yourself a
candidate. We're looking forward to seeing you on the
boardl Remember that the deadline for filing a petition is
Wednesday, March 31. File early and make sure you're in
the running. Best of luck!

» Forum on Emergency Preparedness: The Community
Information Committee (CIC) has scheduled an Emergency
Preparedness Forum for Monday, March 29" (see TERN's
lead article). We want to make sure that everyone knows
what to do if an emergency does arise. |n addition, it would
be very helpful if residents who have experienced a fire,
earthquake, or some other disaster would attend and de-
scribe how they dealt with the problem. It will be an excit-
ing and valuable forum. Don't miss it!

» Solicitation Warning: An Eagle Ridge resident informs
us that early one evening two men in their early twenties
came to his condo wanting to sell him magazines. He con-

tacted security and learned that he wasn't the only one be-
ing solicited. Fortunately, security caught the two men and
promptly escorted them out of Rossmoor.

> Fences: Recently the Mutual Operations Division (MOD)
painted the railings of our fences because there was some
evidence of peeling. Question: Who's responsible for paint-
ing the rest of the fence? Answer: Mutual 68, and the
money comes from the reserve fund. So don't bother buy-
ing a can of paint or paint brush. Stay cooll All things will
be accomplished, as Plato said (or it may have been Don-
ald Trump).

(ROM THE EDITo

THE COUPON PROBLEM

o—I don't intend to wax

eloquently about our

monthly coupon, one way
| or the other.

I'd like to give my typically
fair and objective perception of
those devious, diabolical coupons
that, for the most part, condition

female shoppers into believing that fifty-five cents off a
product you don't need is, after all, a savings of fifty-five
cents. It's conceivable that the most passionate coupon
clippers “save” so much money from buying what they can
do without that bankrupteoy ultimately beckons.

Anyone for Sardines?

Why do | complain? Well, when Diane had her hip
replaced last year, | became a responsible, thoughtful, and
noble caretaker for three months. And | was touched that
Diane had complete trust in my doing things right—except
for shopping. There is no question that, left on my own in a
supermarket, my contribution to the economy is such that
within a few weeks | could significantly reduce the deficit. |
tend to buy impulsively. Many years ago | dropped into a
supermarket going out of business. | wound up buying fif-
teen cans of sardines at ten cents a can. Unfortunately, no
one in my family likes sardines, so | had to feed them to our
cat, who eventually got tired of them.

Nonnegotiable Demands

The first time Diane sent me shopping after her hip
operation, she made two requests: (1) add nothing to the
shopping list (2) give the checker the (seven) coupons. But
life is complicated. To get 75 cents off Healthy Choice
ham, | had to buy three packs. The supermarket had only
two. | was given a rain check for the third pack and was
told that when | bought the third pack and showed the re-
ceipt for the first two packs and turned in the coupon, I'd
save 75 cents. (This is enough to make you a vegetarian.)

But even worse: rebates. Here | mention an inci-
dent wherein the victim (me) became the victor. | bought
six cans of Health Valley soup at Whole Foods because |






