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he Community Informa-

tion Committee's (CIC)

forums have been a suc-

cess this spring; there
were 98 residents at the March 29
Emergency Preparedness Forum.
The April 19 forum had about 85
residents, and focused on the five candidates who are
seeking the three seats on the Mutual Board that will be
vacant in June.

Bob Blaschka and Pat Hines are running again,
but Judy Box will not be a candidate for reelection. In addi-
tion to Pat and Bob, the other candidates are Jo Harber-
son, Jim Hartnett, and Julian Willke.

CIC Chair John Visher introduced Mutual Presi-
dent Earl Orum, who explained the responsibilities of the
board directors. Visher then turned over the meeting to
Vice President Judy Box, Nominating Committee Chair.
She explained the nominating procedures and then intro-
duced the candidates, who individually spoke about their
qualifications for the board and their contributions to Eagle
Ridge. Judy then presided over a question-and-answer
period.

Members of the Board are elected for a two-year
term and may run for a second term. This year three seats
will be vacant; next year, two seats. At the annual meeting
on Tuesday, June 8, the three new board members will be
elected, and together with board members Earl Orum and
Bernice Cooke, they will meet in executive session and
choose the new president, vice president, secretary, and
treasurer of Mutual 68.

Profiles of the Candidates

Flora Wollman (Shadowhawk Way) commented at
the forum that no matter who was elected among the five
candidates, residents could be assured the candidates
were well-qualified and deserving of election. There was
general agreement regarding her view.
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by Zida Levy

Bob Blaschka is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin with a major in account-
ing; he was an officer in the US Navy Sup-
ply Corps. He moved to Eagle Ridge in
March 2000, is a retired CPA and the
Board's Treasurer. He serves on the Fi-
nance Committee and Audit Committee of
the Golden Rain Foundation. He has previ-
ous experience in homeowners associa-
tions in Incline Village, Nevada, and in Clayton, CA, both
as director and president.

Jo Harberson was a founding director
and board member of the Emeritus Col-
lege of Diablo Valley College, 25 years
with the American Association of Uni-
versity Women at the local, state and
national levels and CIC's secretary.
She is TERN's Board News Editor, a
member of the editorial board, and one
of its feature writers. She is also a di-
rector of the Eugene O'Neill Foundation
and serves as the Foundation's secretary.

Jim Hartnett moved to Eagle Ridge in
July 1999. A graduate of Wesleyan Uni-
versity with an M.A. from The Wharton
School (UPenn), he was in the Alameda
County Administrator's Office as the Prin-
cipal Administrative Analyst for 15 years
and then as Administrative and Fiscal
Services Coordinator in the Health Care
Services Agency (Alameda County) for
15 years. He is also a neighborhood cor-
respondent for TERN and has been ac-
tive on Eagle Ridge's Social Committee.
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Pat Hines, who has lived in Eagle Ridge
since July 1999 is a graduate of UC
Berkeley and has been a board member
of their alumni association for four years.
She was employed by the Volunteer Cen-
ter of San Mateo for 20 years and as-
sisted in developing a program placing
mental health clients in community non-
profit agencies. She is the secretary of
the Mutual 68 Board and is also liaison to S
the CIC, TERN, the Social Committee, and the Decor
Committee.

: Julian Willke, who moved here in October
¢ N 1999, had a tour of duty in the Navy after
graduation from college. He worked in the
real estate market, which included the
management of office buildings and a
shopping center. He eventually started his
own company that managed various prop-
erties. He served as chair of Eagle Ridge's
Building Committee and established
guidelines for the two Star Reports. He
was chair of the Construction Defect Task Force which
reviewed and verified Shea's work in making repairs.

The annual meeting needs a quorum of one-third
(79) of the membership (235); this includes proxy votes. If
you are unable to attend the meeting, please sign the blue
Proxy form specifying which resident will represent you at
the June 8 meeting. You may mail the proxy form in the
self-addressed envelope or put it in the Ballot Box in the
Administration Office lobby at the Gateway complex.

»Forums: There were 98 resi-
dents at the Emergency Prepared-
ness Forum listening to Irv Fisch's
fascinating depiction of what to do
when disaster strikes. The subse-
quent Candidates Forum drew
about 85 residents. The Forum
project is off to a great start, much
thanks to residents!

P Correction: Because our editor (Tom M.)

and layout
editor (Vickie H.) were responsible for the scary asteroid
flyer, we're embarrassed about its inaccuracy. The flyer
said an asteroid 80 miles in diameter was heading toward
Northern California. That isn't true. The asteroid is only
25 miles in diameter.

»Insurance: The Community Information Committee
(CIC) decided to postpone the Insurance Forum to Mon-
day, October 4. It will be held in Peacock Hall, and at a

new time: 3:30 p.m. This is a test. The wine and cheese
aftermath is a popular addition, and the CIC felt the later
hour provided for a more appropriate “cocktail hour” at
4:30 p.m. In addition, the original May 17 date was consid-
ered too close to Mutual 68's Annual Meeting on June 8.
So: We'll see you on June 8, and again on October 4.

»Say and Tell: The agenda for the Candidates Forum
was written in French, to ensure confidentiality. A number
of residents fluent in French found one phrase impossible
to translate: Pas de le Rhone que nous. They claimed it
made no sense. In French, it doesn't. But if you pro-
nounce the French words correctly and listen to what
you're saying in English, it will make sense, /a pure verite.

P Flash!: Rumor has it that the Community Information
Committee contacted Governor Schwarzenegger and
asked him to introduce our five candidates for the board.
We understand that Governor Schwarzenegger's response
was hopeful. According to reliable sources, he said: “Fat
chance I'll be there.” (As we said, this was a rumor.)

> This Blessed Isle: But, seriously, five candidates for
three positions? And, as Flora Wollman noted at the fo-
rum, “All of them highly qualified.” It speaks well of this
community, and of the individuals who live here.

»Now Hear This!: Some residents complained at the
Candidates Forum that no one ever told them the proce-
dure for requesting repairs. Our editor hopes that these
complaints came from recently arrived residents; other-
wise, he will be in pain. In TERN, January 2003 (Vol. 2,
#3), the editor, at the request of Vice President Jack
Vollmer, wrote a spell-binding and exhaustive article on
what to do about repairs. No doubt residents here at the
time have that article memorized. But we reprint it in this
issue for new residents or for anyone who was touring Ti-
bet at the time. (Don't feel guilty; you can't read every-
thing—but please don't skip anything in this issue.)

» Of Things Past: We have an article on Bud Semrau in
this issue. If you don't know who he is, you're a new resi-
dent. He was the first Mutual 68 president. We have an
election coming up soon, and the editorial board felt it
would be appropriate to have our first president look back
on our beginnings. In addition, Bud hasn't faded. He's still
around, and he's very active. Let's hope that encourages
all of us who think “retirement” means “falling asleep.”
Stay awakel!

> Negotiation: The Mutual Board has made a settlement
with Shea Homes. Took two years. Our editor interviewed
Earl Orum on the settlement and was impressed with all
kinds of things: the time spent in negotiating, the board's
persistence in arriving at a reasonable outcome on the
many (at least 28) issues involved, and the amount of pa-
per work involved.  Might be worth noting that the resi-
dents who work for us—directors, committee chairs, reps—
choose to do so. We are fortunate to have so many
neighbors active in our behalf.

P Recognition: Speaking of neighbors working for us:
Ann Good, Zida Levy, and Pat Hines were responsible for
delivering both forum flyers to you. And we thank Jo
Jones, Loretta and Malcolm Wimpress, Zida Levy, Sue






