Mutual Sixty-Eight

; }//’ Eagle Ridge

ROSSMOOR, WALNUT CREEK

June 24, 2008

Warren Salmons CEO
Golden Rain Foundation
1001 Golden Rain Road
Walnut Creek, CA

Subject: Fire Hazard Abatement - Mutual Sixty-Eight (Eagle Ridge)

Since the completion of construction of Mutual 68 buildings, Fire Prevention Technicians
from the Contra Costa County Fire Protection District (CCCFPD) have recommended fire
hazard abatement at Eagle Ridge. Recommendations included removal of flammable
woody undergrowth, fallen trees and dead limbs and removal of lower branches of the
trees to reduce the risk of wildland fire laddering up trees into the crowns . However, there
was no legal requirement for hazard abatement beyond thirty feet from the buildings. Shea
Homes owned the lands involved and did not comply with the hazard abatement
recommendations.

In 2006 the CCCFPD adopted new Defensible Space Standards (attached). Enforcement
of the new standards will begin in August, 2008. GRF now owns the lands adjacent to
Mutual 68 boundaries and is responsible for compliance with the new Defensible Space
Standards.

The Mutual 68 Board of Directors is very concerned about the fire hazards at Eagle Ridge.
Many of our buildings are on the edges of steep down slopes with dense stands of oak
trees with flammable woody undergrowth and low hanging branches. If a wildland fire
were to occur, prevailing winds and thermal updraft would advance the fire front very fast
up the steep slopes, and fire could ladder up into the crowns of trees below the buildings.
The buildings are fire prone due to open eaves with exposed rafters, large windows and
overhanging decks. In the event of a wildland fire, open eaves and the underside of decks
would entrap building embers and radiant heat shatters windows allowing embers and
flaming debris to enter and ignite the interiors.

Attached is a drawing of Mutual 68 property, which outlines the Mutual's fire hazard

abatement boundaries. (Attachment 1) It should be noted that the Mutual has already
complied with its abatement responsibilities.
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In consideration of the current drought conditions and the extreme fire danger, we
respectfully request your urgent compliance with fire hazard abatement on GRF property
adjacent to Mutual 68 property.

Sincerely, ;

James J. Hartnett, Jr.
President, Mutual 68

1) Mutual 68 Property Drawing
2) Standards on Priority Hazard Zones,
Contra Costa Fire Protection District (CCCFPD)
3) Defensible Space Initiative (CCCFPD)
4) Firescape Landscaping to Reduce Fire Hazard) EBMUD)

cC: Fred Barnes, President Golden Rain Foundation
Paul Donner, Director Mutual Operations
Rich Perona, Landscape Manager
Dan Schrantz, Director Trust Operations
Bob Blaschka, Mutual 68 Board
Stu Bolinger, Mutual 68 Board
Judy Box, Mutual 68 Board
Patricia Hines, Mutual 68 Board
Bob Heyden, Mutual 68
Duke Robinson, Mutual 68






